3 'ﬁley shall not make a bald spot on their heads, and they shall not shave an edge of their
beard; and in their flesh they shall not cut a gas
not desecrate the Name of their God: for the fire-offerings of HASHEM, the food of their God, they

Virtuous Vs. Vacuous

N"OWN 1INN NYI9

-

offer, so they must remain holy.

7 They shall not marry a woman who is a harlot or has been desecrated, and they shall not
marry a woman who has been divorced py her husband; for each one is holy to his God.

ey shall be holy to their God and they shall

Qe

6. v oW — [hey snau pe noly. The concept af holiness
implies abstinence (see notes to 19:2), and is particularly
relevant to Kohanim who are forbidden from contaminating
themselves from the dead and from marrying certain women
(Ramban).

15%m x%) — And they shall not desecrate. Although Kohanim
have many responsibilities and privileges beyond those of

>

other Jews, they do not have the right to “resign” from their
position or to give up their prerogatives, They are servants of
God, and for them to neglect or derogate their role is a
desecration of God's Name (Sforno).

( 6. v oy — They shall be holy. This is an imperative, even against their will

(Rashi). The court will oblige them to remain hol ite the fact t

holinese of the Kohanim.is a privilege of birth, granted by God: I am Hashem
Who sanctifies you. The hereditary honor remains in effect even when the
Kohen has been declared unfit for the sacrificial service because of a om,

)

physical defect. However, the Kohen does forfeit his right upon entering into
an illicit marriage (Orach Chaim 128).

~~These general provisions pertaining to the status of the Kohanim apply in a
similar fashion to the Jewish people as a nation. Indeed, fram its very beginning

the Jewish people was designated a D2 NJ710R, kingdom of Kohanim (see the
commentary to Exodus 19:6). No mare than the Kohen, the Jew cannot back out

of his natural calling, He can of course turn his back on Judaism, but he remains
Jewish nonetheless, X0 DRIW? KOO '0 5V O, even though he may have sinned,
he is a Jew. The return to faithfulness to God and His law will always remain

b

~IThe Torah indicates that a Kohen who falls short of holi-
ness is guilty of desecrating God's Name. This is a reflection
of the axiom that more is demanded from people of emi-
nence. Because a Kohen is the servant of God, he must be
scrupulous in his behavior; when he sins, it is regarded by
onlookers as a desecration of the One against Whom he
transgresses. A similar responsibility applies to all Jews.
God's Chosen People — and especially those who are privi-
leged to be Torah scholars — must hold themselves ta high
standards of behavior and ethics (R’ Aharon Kotler).

the First duty stemming [rom his destiny as a Jew (R” Hirsch).
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e His Name

The branches of desecration of Hashem’s Name
are also numerous and great, for man must be ex-
tremely careful of his Master’s honor. And in every-
thing he does, he should look and ponder greatly,

(that it not bring about something which could bei)
«desecration of the honor of Heaven, God forbid.

There are many forms of hilul Hashem, desecra;
tion of Hashem's Name. This is an issue of immea-
surable importance, and we must take extreme care_
not to stumble in this critical realm. Our every action_
should be scrutinized for possible negative ramifica-
tions, as it is impossible to overestimate the gravig_-i
of an act which serves to lessen Hashem's honor.
And we have already learned (Avot 4:5), “One who}i

» And our Sages, of blessed memory, said (Yoma 4
86a), “What is considered hilul Hashem? Rava
said, if someone like me were to buy meat and
not pay for it immediately. And Rabbi Yohanan
said, if someone like me were to walk four ells
without Torah and without tefillin.” The definition
of hilul Hashern varies, depending on the individuals
involved. -

1R o
e What's Rigﬁt for You...

¥ The Ramhal explains that the issue is that every
man, according to his level and according to what
he is considered to be in the eyes of the genera-
tion, must contemplate his actions in order not to

do anything which is inappropriate for a person

1
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like himself. Perhaps a certain act is technically per-
missible, although for a particular individual it could
‘be a desecration of Hashem's Name. Can anyone af-
ford to take such a chance? Our Sages tell us (Yoma
86a) that in a case of hilul Hashem, the transgression
is so enormous that the only possible atonemﬂus_f
the suffering of death itself. Rabbenu Yonah discusses
the issue of hilul Hashem in Shaare Teshuvah (1:47),‘

where he writes that one can atone for desecrating .

Hashem's Name by exerting oneself to sanctify His
Name. However, despite Rabbenu Yonah's interpreta-
tion, our Sages' ruling on the matter is quite explicit
and cannot be ignoreﬂ.

For the greater his importance and his wisdom,
so is it appropriate for him to increase his caution
in matters of the service of Hashem and his me-
ticulousness in it. And if he Joes not de so, then
Heaven's Name is desecrated through him, God
forbid. Let us study these words once more: When
a Torah scholar behaves wrongly, Heaven's. Name is
desecrated through him. The Ramhal explains: for
the honor of the Torah is that the more one studies
it, he will also be greater in honesty and character
refinement. And anything which is lacking in this
area in one who learns Torah extensively, causes
disgrace to the learning itself. And this type of situ-
ation, God forbid, is a desecration of His Name,

blessed be He, Who gave us His holy Torah and
commanded us to engage in it and achieve our
perfection through it.

‘q The more we learn, the more we should grow, not
only in knowledge, but in character as well. When To-
tah study visibly elevates the moral level of its students,
it brings honor to Torah. But if it appears that one can
learn Torah for many years and nonetheless bg crude,
sly, and obnaxious, it is a gross desecration of Hash-
ern's Name. This is not just the viewpoint of the unedu-
cated masses. Our Sages tell us (Berachot 17a), “The
purpose of wisdom is repentance and good deeds.”
Anything less is a disgrace to our learning. We learn in
_order to do and to grow, and to act upon what we have
learned. Hashem gave us His Torah so that through it
we would achieve perfection, and this is in fact what He
expects us to do. If we are students of Torah and our,
behavior is lacking, it is a hilul Hashem.

MW@ must not delude ourselves into thinking

that we live in a vacuum; we do not. The behavior_

.of a Torah Jew, and especially of a Torah scholar,
will decide the attitude of society towards Torah and

learning. Will they want to be like him and raise their -

children to be like him, or will they want anything
but? It may be more comfortable to say, “What does
it matter what anyone else thinks? The main thing
is that | know I'm right, and that's all that counts.”
But our Sages do not allow us this luxury: “what do
people say of him" is a critical issue in defining hi-
lul Hashem and kiddush Hashem. Where these are
concerned, the perceptions of those around us are a
(crucial determinant. '

Y

As we said, hilul Hashem is a very individualized
issue. We must be scrupulous in our behavior in keep-
ing with our own personal level. Rav said that for him,
a misstep in interpersonal relationships, such as not
paying the butcher at the time of purchase, would be
a hilul Hashem. Perhaps the field of dealings between
man and his fellow man was particularly prominent in
his service of Hashem, and any slip would have been
shocking. Rav Yohanan's example was in the realm of
the relationship between man and Cod. Perhaps in
his specific case, constant, ceaseless involvement in
Torah study was uppermost in his service of Hashem,

and anything less would have been a shameful step
down. i

It is worth noting, by the way, just how much this
standard of behavior demanded of Rav Yohanan. For
. one thing, in order to maintain it he would have to be
_extremely particular about where he walked. Passage
_through unclean alleys would require that he remove
his tefillin. If he ventured onto streets frequented by
people in immodest dress, he could neither wear his

Nl

But the problem of desecrating Hashem's Name
is not confined to the great and the holy. None of us
are exempt. On a much lower level, any Torah obser-

’F\iant Jew who sins causes a hilul Hashem (Yesode
HaTorah 5:12). Even a sin performed in utter secrecy
apd privacy is a desecration of Hashem's Name, re-
gardless of the absence of an audience. If the sin is
committed in front of others, it becomes a public des-
“ecration of God's Name, an even more serious trans-,
gression (Yesode HaTorah 5:10). This is so because
we are Hashem's people, and He has bestowed His
Name u'gon us (Devarim 28:11, et al.). Just for the
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% Be;a Matzah!

The message is, in life we have to be a matzah, not a c/ rumdz.
Matzah, something is always happening to it, it is always being

waorked on. Similarly, in life, we have a great potential, and we

must always elevate ourselves to reach our potential. We ¢ n

never be satisfied; we can never be satiated.
The problem with most people is that they are comfortable,

they think "baruch Hashem 1 am on a nice level, 1 learn Torah,
1 go to some shiurim, 1 give a little charity." They are happy

with the level they arc at; they aren’t interested in working on
themselves to improve. They are just like the chameiz, they
want to be put on the counter and t6 be left there.

No, that is not the correct way! We must be like the matzah,
constantly being worked on, constantly moving. The pasuk says
(Zecharia 3:11), 7780 o Tmyn ra o°abnn 57 °nnn, the 97y arg
angels, 721y means to stand, to be stagnant, motionless. Angels
don’t grow, they are created on a certain madregah and they

« stay on that level from the day they are created till the day they

expire. They are o*1my. But the pasuk says ra 0°3%mn 72 °nnn

morn o myn, people are called oo™, they walk, they move.

\gThat is the basic difference between man and angel. Man has

the ability to ascend the ladder of potential, step after step, to

reach greatness.

~%2 # Continuously Rising

The Midrash (Bereshit Rabba 36:3) compare two great men,
Noach and Moshe Rabenu. Noach, at the beginning of his story,
is called p*1¢ w*x ni1, while towards the end of his life he is
termed AN @'k 1. Noach went from being the p>13 X, the
righteous man, to be the &N @K, the man of the ground. There
was a lapse in Noach's elevation. There are levels higher than
tzadik, the next level is chasid, and then kadosh, and higher and

higher, but Noach stopped at tzadik, and then he made a detour

and became a man of the ground. But Moshe Rabenu, at the

beginning of his life he was termed "xn wx, an Egyptian, and
by the end of the Torah is written w*X qwn 772 WK 73737 NXN
o'm»-x1, he is called the man of Hashem. Moshe was constantly

ascending higher and higher, he elevated himself from =gn wx
to o'mb-K UK.

~ That is the message: we always have to be moving up high,
and although some are traveling higher than others, the main
thing is, the direction is upwards. We have to elevate ourselves
from ¥n ¥R, Or in our case, "Rp™INK WK, to eventually become
0°M?-K X —and it is in our capability.

O
LgAs Great as Moshe Rabenu!

The Rambam rules (Teshuvah 5:2) 273 MPn2 1% "IR1 07K 92

' "7 wnd, every person can be a tzadik like Moshe Rabenu.
Don't let the yetzer hara con you to belicving, "What am 1T,
what am I worth," that is false humility! The yetzer hara wants
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.a person to think he doesn't have potential, but the Rambam
writes that he can become as great as Moshe Rabenu, showing
us the limitless one has. We cannot be passive, we cannot take
an inactive role in our life, we have to be like the matzah.

Moshe Rabenu, even after reaching that high level of &
o'm>-x1, after reaching the level of speaking to Hashem o719

m°20 2%, he was on Har Sinai for 40 days and nights, yet he told “&

Hashem, 772y nx mxaa® m2onn anx o'm>-x ‘1, Hashem now
You are beginning to show me (Devarim 3:24), at the end of his
life he says, [ am now just beginning. Even for Moshe Rabenu
there is no limit how high he can reach. Therefore, we cannot
sell ourselves short, we should never be satisfied, we should,

36

never be happy with the madregah we are on, but must always
strive for even higher.

If the Plane's Engines Aren't Working, it
will Fall
Ry 0P MY-K RPN I e Y WK NEIR 28 020 mm

13 o1, this ladder is referring to the ladder of spirituality,
o ooy, there are people going up on the ladder, there are
people going down on the ladder, The Vilna Gaon points out,
most people are under the misconception that there are three
directions — there is moving up, moving down and neutral. There
are people traveling north, there are those traveling south, and
there are those parked in the parking lot. Says the Gaon, that
is a mistake: There are only two directions, either going up,
or going down. There is no such thing of being neutral, it's an
impossibility. If you are in neutral, you are going down.

This can be compared to an airplane with four engines. The
engines take the airplane up high, 36,000 feet, but what would
happen if those engines shut down? Not only won't the plane
go any higher, it will automatically fall, because the gravity of
the earth will suck the plane back. When the engines are off
you don't coast, when the engines are off you fall. And similarly
in life, when one is making inroads in religion and working at
elevating himself, he will grow, but if he wants to stay on his
level, he will fall. '

% We Are Naturally Lazy

~ The nature of man is to be lazy, because we are made out
of the laziest element on earth — earth itself, dust. ox1 anx 293 73
2wn 10y, you were created from earth and will return to earth.

There is nothing lazier than dust, it sleeps all day, it rests, and if
you don't hit it, it stays dormant. Human beings are made out of
that, it is our nature not to move. When a person sitting on the
couch is asked, "could you bring something?" and he replies,
"nah, I'm too tired..." where does that come from? From the
dust, from what you are created from. And the same when it
comes to religion, the laziness sinks in.

<

ﬂ-b But remember: When a person is lazy and suffices with
the level he is on, he automatically begins to fall. Life is like a
down escalator, if you're not moving up, you are moving down.
You have to be an active player in your religion growth.

~ This is how the Vilna Gaon explains the pasuk in Mishlei

(15:24): on nR, the way of life, 7own% nyn?, is higher than
you can imagine, the amount of things you can accomplish in
life is limitless. And what do you gain by always rising high?
miun Ywwn Mo ynb, itkeep you from falling into the depths,
because if you don't elevate yourself, you will fall. There is no
parve, there is either meat or milk; there is no parking, there is
no neutral, you're either driving north or south.

8
% The World is a Ball. Copy it!

~'  Rav Tzadok Hakohen makes an interesting observation. The
world is round, and that shape is a common shape in creation. The
sun is round like a ball, the moon is round, the mountains have
a roundish shape. In the human body itself, the head is round,
the eyes are round, the ears are round, everything is round like
a ball. We could have had a square head [some people do...],
we could have had a square world [as some people thoughti,
‘but instcad everything is round. What does this shape represent?

% Says Rav Tzadok, when you place a round object on the
table, it moves. A ball doesn't stay steady, it is always turning, A
square, if you put it down, it stays put. The same with a rectangle,
a triangle and all the other shapes, they have a base, and they all

stay in their place. But a ball has no base, it constantly moves.

always have to be moving to a higher level, to the next shiur, to
the next mitzvah, to the next subject, to the next project. Never |

( That is the message of creation. You have to be like a ball, you

be like the chametz, just sitting on the counter and waiting
for somebody to deal with it. Your life has to be active like a
matzah factory, where there is always hustle bustle, where there
is always constant movement.

23
" 2Don't Be a Pickle
o You take a cucumber, you put it in a jar and seal it, and then
it becomes a pickle. That is good for a cucumber, but when a

human being pickles himself, it is dangerous. When a human
being preserves himself, if he locks himself in and doesn't want

to change, if he argues that "this is what we do, this our way, |

don't want to change," he is danger. It may be true that this was

the way, but now we have to update, just like your computer
needs updating. Everything in life needs to be updated, to move

ﬂ to the next madregah, you can't stand still. You must always be

like a ball, that is always rolling somewhere.
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work to achieve them. As our Sages tell us (Tanna D've
Eliyahu Rabbah 25), "One is obligated to say, when will
my deeds reach the level of the deeds of my ancestors,
Avraham, Yitzhak, and Yaakov?" We are obligated to
reach our own individual perfection within the bound-
aries of our God-given capacities. We will not escape
* Divine judgment by remaining second-rate; if anything,
we will be in even worse trouble. As we explained earlier
(Chapter Four), the Heavenly calculator has some very &
sophisticated features. It reckons din (judgment), the
transgressior itself, and also heshbon (éccbuntinq),

the alternatives in light of our potential. Spiritual growth-
¢ s not optional, it is mandatory.
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Pcrhaps our greatest personal challénge 1s being apie 1o NOW N YTINAY NPT RO MY .07wa MNT 522 OPP NN AN ;ONNN BN

look at ourselves with critical honesty. Are we convincing
ourselves that we are living a wholesome Torah life when
we have merely created an illusion of spirituality? Every day
we must make an accounting: Do we live our lives in a con-
fused hodgepodge of light and darkness, or do we strive for
clarity and authenticity? For this we need siyara d’Shmaya.
However, we nced to want to live with the truth of Torah.
Concentrate on the Divine binak in your core and let it lead
you throughout your day.
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